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Sunday 22nd August 2021 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

(Gospel: John: 6:60-69) 
 

Sunday 29th August 2021 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Gospel: Mark: 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23) 
 

ST AGNES  Intentions 
Saturday 21st August: 5.30pm 
Sunday 22nd August: 10.30am 
Monday 23rd August: 9.15am 
Wednesday 25th August: 9.15am 
Saturday 28th August: 5.30pm 
Sunday 29th August: 10.30am 
Monday 30th August: 9.15am 
Wednesday 1st September: 9.15am 
Friday 3rd September: 9.15am 
Saturday 4th September: 5.30pm 
Sunday 5th September: 10.30am 

Mass  
Mass  
Service of Word & Communion 
Service of Word & Communion 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

Dorothy Potter 
Special Intention 
~ 
~ 
Joseph Lyons 
Eleri Marian Welsh and family 
Special Intention (Sharon) 
John Kennedy 
Kathleen & Gerry Hughes 
Michael Fegan 
Richard Gladding 

ST CATHERINE’S Intentions 
Sunday 22nd August: 9am 
Tuesday 24th August: 9.15am 
Thursday 26th August: 9.15am 
Sunday 29th August: 9am 
Tuesday 31st August: 9.15am 
Thursday 2nd September: 9.15am 
Thursday 2nd September: 11am 
Sunday 5th September: 9am 

Mass and online via Zoom  
Service of Word & Communion 
Service of Word & Communion 
Mass and online via Zoom 
Mass 
Mass 
Requiem Mass for William Casey 
Mass and online via Zoom 

Brian McComish RIP 
~ 
~ 
Daughters of Mary, Mother of Mercy 
Anthony Welsh 
Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 
Maureen Knight 

 
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm. 
 
PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families. 
 
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick. 
 

 
WE WELCOME Willow Sheeran to our Parish Community following her Baptism here on 
Sunday 15th August. 
 
 

 
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sunday at 9am: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524 
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FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION: As we come to the end of John 6, the meaning of Jesus’ 
mysterious words begins to sink in. Jesus is making shocking claims, and John describes the mixed 
responses they receive even within the circle of Jesus’ disciples. Crunch time has arrived. The 
disciples of Jesus must reach a decision. On the one hand, some complain that Jesus’ teaching is too 
hard to accept, “This is intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?” Jesus recognises that 
such followers do not believe in him and that one (Judas) will eventually betray him. Many of Jesus’ 
disciples return to their former way of life. On the other hand, Simon Peter issues the perfect 
expression of faith put forth in John’s Gospel: “Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of 
eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

Having completed a five-week tour through John 6, the Lectionary returns to the Gospel of Mark with 
a dispute between Jesus, the Pharisees and some scribes (experts in the law) over rules to assure 
purity when eating. The issue here is more ritual purity than hygiene. Mark provides an explanation for 
non-Jews about some of the Jewish customs pertaining to ritual purity. The Pharisees in particular 
sought to extend some of the rules pertaining to priests in the temple to all Israelites. The target of 
Jesus’ critique here is “the tradition of the elders” – that is, the customs and regulations the Pharisees 
and scribes were devising to more specifically interpret and apply the Law of Moses. Using the biblical 
text from Isaiah 29:13, Jesus accuses them of teaching human precepts as doctrines, and putting 
their traditions above the Law itself. Jesus declares to the crowd that what defiles a person is not what 
goes into the mouth (food) but what comes out (words and actions). It is not so much what goes into a 
person that defiles, as it is what comes out of the heart (understood as both intellect and emotion). 
Thus he places moral purity ahead of ritual purity. The Pharisees’ legalism gets in the way of truly 
following God’s law. Sadly, we find similar examples of legalism among Christians today. 

GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS  
We have made some small changes following the lifting of national restrictions and we ask that you 
think of your fellow parishioners as we move into this next phase of the pandemic: 

• please continue to sanitise your hands on arrival and when leaving church.
• NHS Test and Trace will still be available for you to use, however, this is not compulsory.

This will remain in place as long as the system is in operation nationally. The information will
be kept by the Parish for 21 days and destroyed after this time.

• we ask for your continued support to observe social distancing where possible and to
continue to wear a face covering (unless you are exempt).

• there will now be two points at the front of church to receive Holy Communion. Please come
up row by row (starting from the front of church) observing social distancing.

• please leave church promptly once Mass has finished.
• please do not come to church if you are ill or showing symptoms.

Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding. 

CAFOD responding to multiple emergencies across the world: CAFOD is responding to significant 
crises across the world this week. We are working with local Church organisations in Haiti to deliver 
emergency aid to people affected by the catastrophic earthquake and tropical storm. In the tragic 
situation in Afghanistan, we are working to ensure the safety of our local partners and their 
communities. We are supporting local aid workers to deliver urgent food and water supplies to 
hundreds of thousands of people facing extreme hunger in Tigray in Ethiopia, South Sudan and north-
east Nigeria. You can read more about how we can all express solidarity with our sisters and brothers 
affected by these emergencies on the CAFOD website: https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news. 
Your compassion, generosity and prayers have helped us to stand together and enable us to continue 
to support communities in these difficult times. Thank you. 
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Do you have any items for the newsletter? 
Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically each 
week? Please email Phoebe in the Parish Office. 
(stagneswestkirby@gmail.com).  

NEW DATE FOR PRAISE IN THE PARK: Sunday 5th September at 3pm Upper Park of Ashton 
Park, West Kirby. Music, songs and stories for all the family!  Please see the poster at the back of 
church. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
(Redemptorist Publications)

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Simon Peter tells Jesus that his close friends will never leave him.  They have
faith in him and know that he is the Holy One of God.  What Jesus teaches his friends is true. 

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Jesus, help us to always have faith in you and what you teach us about God our 
Father.  May we be like the disciples and stay with you no matter what happens.  Amen. 

22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Some Pharisees complain that some of Jesus’ disciples are eating without
washing their hands in the traditional way.  Jesus says that people should do things because they love God and 
not just because it is what usually happens. 

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Jesus, thank you for our good hearts and our wonderful hands, which do so many 
things.  Help us to use them wisely and help other people whenever we can.  Amen. 
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Find out more about children around the world at cafod.org.uk/

Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development
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Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Find out more about children around the world at cafod.org.uk/kidzzone


