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Sunday 21st February 2021

ST AGNES

Intentions

Saturday 20th Feb: 5.30pm

Mass

Ronald Kennedy

Sunday 21st Feb: 10.30am

Mass

George Anthony Woods

Wednesday 24th Feb: 9.15am

Mass

Patricia Turner

Friday 26th Feb: 9.15am

Mass

Billy and Chrissy Evans

Saturday 27th Feb: 5.30pm

Mass

Richard Furlong

Mass

Rodger Hemington

Sunday 28th Feb: 10.30am

ST CATHERINE’S
Sunday 21st Feb: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Fr Thomas’s Ordination Anniversary

Thursday 25th Feb: 9.15am

Mass and online via Zoom

Private Intention (TM)

Sunday 28th Feb: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Sheila O’Connor

MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.
FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION
On the first Sunday of Lent it is customary to read a Gospel account about the temptation of Jesus. Mark’s
brief narrative of the temptation of Jesus, followed by his opening proclamation, is a condensed
anticipation of major themes of the Gospel. The traditional term “temptation” is inaccurate, since the
original Greek means “tested” or “subjected to a trial.” This evokes the wider theme of God’s testing of the
people of Israel and the suffering just person (for example Job), who though tested by God remains
faithful and is called child of God. In this first Lenten Gospel, the Church portrays a Jesus who “because
he himself was tested through what he suffered…is able to help those who are tested” (Heb.2:18). Jesus
leaves the desert to proclaim the “good news,” a term used in secular Greek for the public proclamation of
a major event (for example a military victory). The term is also found in Second Isaiah to describe the
proclamation of God’s victorious return to Zion and restoration of Jerusalem. Mark is priming his readers
to expect that his story will focus on the fulfilment (time being literally “filled up”) of Isaiah’s prophecy of the
establishment of God’s kingly rule. Only by following the way of Jesus through the Gospel, hearing his
word, and adopting his values can a person understand more deeply the mystery of God’s reign. At the
beginning of the Gospel Jesus calls people to “repent.” The Greek word, “metanoia,” means to change
your mind, to take a second look at your life. Not a bad way for us to start Lent.
PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families, especially Barbara Formby, Gwen Jones,
James Mayne, Patricia Meyer, Donald Mulryan, Patricia O’Shaughnessy, Gillian Prescott, Will Reynolds,
David Titley, Diane Tod and Tony Welsh.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick including Lydia Winstanley, Kate and Tom
Ramsay.
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ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sundays at 9am and Thursdays at 9.15am. The link
is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524 All those who have contacted the Parish
Office for the Zoom link will automatically be sent the link weekly.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS for our Parish Communities in West Kirby and Hoylake will continue on
Friday 26th February at 7.30pm. Please join us via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89826521409 Meeting ID: 898 2652 1409. For further information please
contact Phoebe via email in the Parish Office (stagneswestkirby@gmail.com).

CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP is taking a break over half term and will return on
Sunday 28th February at 11.15am via Zoom.

NATIONAL LOCKDOWN: Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of a new National Lockdown on
Monday 4th January, St Agnes remains open for the public celebration of Mass. The new guidance refers
to Places of Worship: "You can attend places of worship for a service. However, you must not
mingle with anyone outside of your household or support bubble. You should maintain strict
social distancing at all times."
GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS: In line with governmental and diocesan guidelines we
have the following safety measures in place:
• on arrival for Mass, a steward will ask you to sanitise your hands and guide you to a suitable
bench depending on whether you have come as part of a household or as an individual observing
at all times the 1m+ social distancing procedures.
• everyone must wear face coverings; please bring your own covering with you and ensure it
is worn correctly over your nose and mouth. There will be some available if you do not have
one.
• please remain in your bench at the end of Mass and wait to be asked to leave by a steward. This
ensures safe distancing on exiting the church.
• we have calculated that a maximum of 80 people will be able to attend each Mass at St Agnes. If
you are able to attend Mass in the week, please do come then so that those who can only attend
Mass on a Sunday are able to. Booking is not required. We are sorry if church is at full capacity
when you arrive, however, please understand the stewards are following guidelines to protect
everybody.
• Please also bear in mind that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days
remains suspended. Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.

CONNECTING WITH PARISHIONERS: If you would like a friendly chat with a fellow parishioner during
isolation and lockdown, or know of anyone who would appreciate a phone call, please contact the Parish
Office via email: stagneswestkirby@gmail.com.
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CAFOD LENT APPEAL: This year Our Lady of Pity RC Primary School is
joining Cafod in their Walk for Water challenge. The children and their families
are raising money to support CAFOD’s work in helping to provide safe water for
all. They are setting their own challenges – some families are walking 1 mile
every day, others are walking 10,000 steps every day in Lent. Would you like to
join them too? OLOP has a set up a justgiving page if you would like to help
with their fundraising. Please go to www.justgiving.com and search for Our
Lady of Pity’s Walk for Water in Lent.
With your help:
£10 can buy a water container for a family
£40 could buy safe water for a school
£200 could buy bikes for a team of three water engineers to service
water pumps in remote communities
£750 could bring water to an entire community

SECOND ANNUAL ALTAR SERVERS DAY: “The Wilderness – A
survival guide” Prayer and reflection alongside activities, games and
lots of fun run by the Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team.
Where: Zoom
When: Saturday 27th March 2021 10am - 2.30pm
Who: Any young person 10 to 18 who serves in the parish (or at
least did before last March)
How: interested – please send an email
to youth@dioceseofshrewsbury.org and they will send you all the
information you need.

Do you have any items for the newsletter?
Please email (stagneswestkirby@gmail.com). Thank you.

First Sunday of Lent
Gospel: Mark 1:12-15

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

First Sunday of Lent (Year C)
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13

(Redemptorist Publications)
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus goes into the
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Find Lent Fast day activities
and
resources
for children
at cafod.org.uk/families
Find Lent
Fast
day activities
and resources
for children at cafod.org.uk/primary
Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development
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wilderness for forty days where he is tempted by
the devil. There are wild animals in the wilderness,
but angels help Jesus. After this, Jesus goes into
Galilee and tells people that this is the right time –
the kingdom of God is near! ‘Turn away from your
sins’ he says ‘and believe the Good News’.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Jesus, help me to
be more like you. I want to make the right choices
and ask you to help me to be strong. Amen.
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