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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday 24th January 2021

ST AGNES

Intentions

Saturday 23rd Jan: 5.30pm

Mass

Tony Welsh

Sunday 24th Jan: 10.30am

Mass

David Titley

Wednesday 27th Jan: 9.15am

Mass

Holy Souls in Purgatory

Friday 29th Jan: 9.15am

Mass

Private Intention (TM)

Saturday 30th Jan: 5.30pm

Mass

Margaret Marks on the anniversary of her death

Sunday 31st Jan: 10.30am

Mass

Mr Barrowmore RIP

ST CATHERINE’S
Sunday 24th Jan: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Jack Turner

Thursday 28th Jan: 9.15am

Mass and online via Zoom

Private Intentions (TM)

Sunday 31st Jan: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Gary and Paul O’Connor

* Please note that during this period of increased risk there will not be Mass on Mondays at St Agnes or
Tuesdays at St Catherine’s. *

MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.
FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION
The year 2021 is the year of the Gospel according to Mark. During this year we will be following Jesus
through the eyes of Mark. In the view of most scholars, the original audience for Mark’s Gospel was the
Christian community living in Rome. We know that at that time the Christian community in Rome was
suffering persecution in the wake of Emperor Nero’s efforts to blame the Christians for the great fire of
A.D. 64. Mark gives those suffering Christians Jesus’ own good example of fidelity in the face of suffering
to bolster their spirits and help them stay faithful to their beliefs. Experts believe that Mark’s account was
written around A.D. 70 making it the earliest Gospel. It is also the shortest Gospel and has a narrative
style that is racy. Mark has Jesus constantly on the move, announcing and enacting God’s reign, narrated
in short, staccato sentences with constant use of the word “immediately.” However, as the Gospel moves
forward and towards the climax, it suddenly starts to slow down and as Jesus enters Jerusalem, time is
measured in days and even hours. As we near the end, nails will prevent him from moving at all.
Today’s Gospel is a summary of his whole Gospel. Jesus arrives on the scene after John has been
arrested, a fate that will await Jesus himself. He proclaims the “good news” that the kingdom (or reign) is
at their doorstep. Jesus knows with the utmost certainty that the promised, longed-for, prayed-for future is
here, that the reign of God is breaking forth. Now we can appreciate the urgency. If it is breaking forth
today, that means that we must make a decision today; our lives have to change today. The proper
response to what Jesus reveals involves changing one’s life (“repent”) and believing in the “good news.”
However, we readers must never forget that a Gospel is not a story from the past, it is an urgent call to the
reader today. We too must change our lives today. Finally, this new beginning involves the calling of the
first disciples. Jesus is not a solitary prophet but one who calls companions to join him in confronting evil
and sin. During 2021, this Gospel will not only portray the power of Jesus but tell us a story of the
challenges and failures that can await people as they respond to this call.
This week consider reading in one sitting our shortest Gospel. It will not take too long!
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PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families, especially Barbara Formby, Gwen Jones,
James Mayne, Patricia Meyer, Donald Mulryan, Patricia O’Shaughnessy, Will Reynolds, David Titley,
Diane Tod and Tony Welsh.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick including Kate and Tom Ramsay.
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sundays at 9am and Thursdays at 9.15am.
The link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524 All those who have contacted the Parish Office for the Zoom link
will automatically be sent the link weekly.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY is this Sunday. Please join us at 11.15am via Zoom. More
information and how to get involved each week can be found on the Facebook Group ‘St
Catherine’s Children’s Liturgy’. Please email Phoebe (stagneswestkirby@gmail.com) in
the Parish Office for details or if you have any questions.
NATIONAL LOCKDOWN: Following the Prime Minister’s announcement of a new National Lockdown on
Monday 4th January, St Agnes remains open for the public celebration of Mass. The new guidance refers
to Places of Worship: "You can attend places of worship for a service. However, you must not
mingle with anyone outside of your household or support bubble. You should maintain strict
social distancing at all times."
GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS: In line with governmental and diocesan guidelines we
have the following safety measures in place:
• on arrival for Mass, a steward will ask you to sanitise your hands and guide you to a suitable
bench depending on whether you have come as part of a household or as an individual observing
at all times the 1m+ social distancing procedures.
• everyone must wear face coverings; please bring your own covering with you and ensure it
is worn correctly over your nose and mouth. There will be some available if you do not have
one.
• please remain in your bench at the end of Mass and wait to be asked to leave by a steward. This
ensures safe distancing on exiting the church.
• we have calculated that a maximum of 80 people will be able to attend each Mass at St Agnes. If
you are able to attend Mass in the week, please do come then so that those who can only attend
Mass on a Sunday are able to. Booking is not required. We are sorry if church is at full capacity
when you arrive, however, please understand the stewards are following guidelines to protect
everybody.
• Please also bear in mind that the obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days
remains suspended. Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.
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SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD - 24 JANUARY. A MESSAGE FROM REUBEN PURCHASE,
DIOCESAN MISSION CATECHIST. IF NOT NOW, WHEN? It’s Sunday of the Word of God. I’ve a
suggestion – why not sign up to with our own home-grown Mission for Catechesis, to study the Word of
God more deeply via our world-class library of formation resources. Register with our Catechetical
partners at franciscanathome.com/shrewsbury. It’s available to everyone! You can use as much or as little
of the library of several hundred online workshops as you see fit - either alone, and ad hoc, or as part of a
tailored track for your parish team. If you want to help us with the Mission’s vision to form a new
generation of evangelists, you could become a mentored student on the Diocesan Certification
programme. Your Diocesan mentor is available to help implement all options for the formation of
minsters and catechists alike. You can contact Reuben Purchase anytime
at reuben.purchase@dioceseofshrewsbury.org. Be the change you want to see! Please follow the Mission
on our new website – www.weareallcatechists.com And follow us on social media!
RETIRED PRIESTS’ FUND - SPECIAL COLLECTION: With your help, we can build up the Fund to help
meet the future needs of our sick and retired priests. An electronic version of a leaflet about the Fund is
available at www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-priests-fund and this also explains how you can donate
to the Fund by Standing Order or Cheque and how to Gift Aid donations made using these methods. If
you wish to Gift Aid your donation, please make your donation Online. To donate Online please go to
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/retired-priests-fund

Do you have any items for the newsletter?
Please email (stagneswestkirby@gmail.com). Thank you.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
(Redemptorist Publications)
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... As
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
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Jesus asks Simon, John, James
and Andrew to follow him, and
they leave everything behind to
become Jesus’ friends.
A

PRAYER

TO

SAY…Dear

Jesus, you called ordinary people
like fishermen to become your
closest followers. Thank you for
reminding us that you call all sorts
of people, people just like me, to
be your best friends. Amen.
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