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Sunday 25th July 2021 – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Gospel: John: 6:1-15)

Sunday 1st August 2021 – 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Gospel John: 6:24-35)

ST AGNES

Intentions

Saturday 24th July: 5.30pm

Mass

Fr John on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee

Sunday 25th July: 10.30am

Mass

~

Monday 26th July: 9.15am

Mass

~

Wednesday 28th July: 9.15am

Mass

~

Friday 30th July: 9.15am

Mass

~

Saturday 31st July: 5.30pm

Mass

~

Sunday 1st August: 10.30am

Mass

~

Monday 2nd August: 9.15am

Mass

~

Wednesday 4th August: 9.15am

Mass

~

Friday 6th August: 9.15am

Mass

~

Saturday 7th August: 5.30pm

Mass

~

Sunday 8th August: 10.30am

Mass

~

ST CATHERINE’S

Intentions

Sunday 25th July: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Mrs Rita Dolan

Tuesday 27th July: 9.15am

Mass

Joan and Frank Boyce

Thursday 29th July: 9.15am

Mass

The Children of India

Sunday 1st August: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Susan, Mary and Peter Helsby

Tuesday 3rd August: 9.15am

Mass

Children left suffering

Thursday 5th August: 9.15am

Mass

Protection of the unborn child and respect for life at all stages

Sunday 8th August: 9am

Mass and online via Zoom

Clare Gavin

MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.

FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION
17th Sunday (B) in Ordinary Time
This Sunday the Lectionary abandons the Gospel of Mark (the gospel we are listening to during 2021)
and substitutes an extended reflection on John’s “bread of life” discourse (Jn.6:6-69). The next five
Sunday gospels provide a chance to enter more deeply into the mystery of the Eucharist. Today’s
gospel is the multiplication of the loaves and is the only miracle from Jesus’ public ministry narrated in
all four gospels. The miracle unfolds quickly and has clear eucharistic overtones, evocative of the Last
Supper. Jesus “took the loaves, gave thanks, and gave them out to all.” John has important distinctive
elements: he uses the verb “euchariste” (“to give thanks”); Jesus alone distributes the bread. There is
much to reflect on in this gospel. Jesus meets that most basic human need, hunger, with largess and
compassion. However, John will also use this story to introduce a profound and extended reflection on
the Eucharist and Bread of life.
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18th Sunday (B) in Ordinary Time
In John’s Gospel, miracles (called “signs” in this gospel) of Jesus serve mainly as occasions for long
explanations of the deep meaning of the sign. The gospel today serves as an introduction to the
major themes of the “Bread of Life” discourse. The section begins with the familiar Johannine
technique of misunderstanding. The crowds are interested only in the material benefits of the
feeding without seeing that it was a symbol of the “food that endures for eternal life” and which the
Son of Man will give. John’s Jesus today says that the bread of God which comes down from
heaven “gives life to the world” and that “he who comes to me will never hunger; he who believes in
me will never thirst.” Through the Eucharist we come to that fullness of life that Jesus promises.
PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families especially Cynthia Wentworth.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick.
WE WELCOME Sophie Elizabeth Fallon following her Baptism here last Sunday.
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sunday at 9am: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524
GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS FROM SUNDAY 1st AUGUST
We will be making some small changes following the lifting of national restrictions and we ask that
you think of your fellow parishioners as we move into this next phase of the pandemic:
• please continue to sanitise your hands on arrival and when leaving church.
• NHS Test and Trace will still be available for you to use (however, this is not compulsory).
Please complete the form or scan the QR code. This will remain in place as long as the
system is in operation nationally. The information will be kept by the Parish for 21 days and
destroyed after this time.
• we ask for your continued support to observe social distancing where possible and to
continue to wear a face covering (unless you are exempt).
• there will now be two points at the front of church to receive Holy Communion. Please come
up row by row (starting from the front of church) in a single file, observing social distancing.
• please leave church promptly once Mass has finished.
• please do not come to church if you are ill or showing symptoms. The rate of infection is still
high on the Wirral.

Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.

ANNIVERSARIES AND ORDINATIONS: Special congratulations to Canon John Marmion who
celebrated the 70th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood on Wednesday 21st July. Please
remember him in your prayers and thank God for Canon John reaching such an amazing milestone.
To mark the occasion, Bishop Mark celebrated Mass with Canon John at St Joseph's, Upton. A
recording of the Mass can be found on YouTube at the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTjO8ZrR8vQ.
We also offer our congratulations to the three new priests ordained by Bishop Mark on Friday 16th
July at St Anthony’s Church in Wythenshawe. Please pray for Fathers Patrick Breeze, Humphrey
O’Connor and Stephen Roberts as they begin their ministry in the diocese.
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Also please pray for Dr John Mackay and Professor Wilfred McSherry as they are ordained to the
Permanent Diaconate by Bishop Mark at St Michaels, Woodchurch on Saturday 24th July.
FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND: "Question: Why would you buy Christmas cards in August?
Answer: By doing so, you can help ease the suffering of our fellow-Christians in the Holy Land. It
is NOW that they need help, as Covid restrictions and violent conflict have meant that many have no
work, no income and, without our help, no hope. Please ring Peter and Marianne on 625 5158 to
get first choice of the beautiful cards* on offer - and they will only cost you £3.99 per pack of ten.
*See the poster at the back of church."
SHREWSBURY LOURDES HOSPITALITY - VIRTUAL WALK TO LOURDES
Walk 5, Pray 5, Donate 5 There is still time to join in. Walk the 1207km from Shrewsbury
Cathedral to Lourdes to help us get there by 30 July.
• Walk5 – Walk 5km, alone or with friends and family. Log your walk
here https://forms.gle/LEfChzeRTpKCkDi7A or email events@teamshrewsbury.co.uk If you
cannot access the form text/call 07451 249267.
• Pray5 – Pray for 5 minutes or take part in our 5 min min
reflection https://youtu.be/FQsetMHJn5c
• Donate5 Donate £5 here
https://app.investmycommunity.com/ShrewsburyLourdesHospitality with funds raised split
between the Sanctuary of Lourdes and the Hospitality Notre Dame de Lourdes.
DIOCESE OF SALFORD is currently recruiting a PA/Senior Administrator – COO Office and a
Personal Assistant to the Vicars General and the Secretary to the Trustees. Closing date for
applications is Monday 26th July at 12noon. Please visit dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies for
further information.
WIRRAL FOODBANK: If you would like to donate any items to the
Foodbank, they are in need of baby wipes and shampoo. Please place any
donations in the box at the back of church. Thank you.

Do you have any items for the newsletter?
Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically each
week?
Please
email
Phoebe
in
the
Parish
Office.
(stagneswestkirby@gmail.com).

Diocese of Shrewsbury, a registered charity (N0 234025)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
(Redemptorist Publications)

17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus wants to make sure all the people who have come to see him have
something to eat. Only one boy has brought some food with him. He has five barley loaves and two fish.
Jesus blesses this food and shares it between five thousand people! There are even twelve baskets of food
left after everyone is full.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Jesus, thank you for being generous with your love. Help me to be generous
too. Amen.
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: John 6:1-15
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: John 6:1-15

Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus tells the people that he is the bread of life and if we believe in him we
can live forever and be happy with him.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Dear Jesus, thank you for feeding me with your love. When things bother me, help
me to remember that the one thing that never changes is that you love me and that I can be happy with you
forever. Amen.
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