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Sunday 28th November 2021 

1st Sunday in Advent 
(Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36) 

 
ST AGNES  Intentions 

Saturday 27th November: 5.30pm 
Sunday 28th November: 10.30am 
Monday 29th November: 9.15am 
Wednesday 1st December: 9.15am 
Friday 3rd December: 9.15am 
Saturday 4th December: 5.30pm 
Sunday 5th December: 10.30am 

Mass  
Mass  
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

John Pinder 
Special Intention 
Special Intention 
Philip Baines RIP 
George Davies RIP 
Special Intention 
Special Intention 

ST CATHERINE’S Intentions 
Sunday 28th November: 9am 
Tuesday 30th November: 9.15am 
Thursday 2nd December: 9.15am 
Sunday 5th December: 9am 

Mass and online via Zoom  
Mass 
Mass 
Mass and online via Zoom 

Rev. Anthony Reynolds 
Private Intention (TM) 
Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Vocations to the Priesthood & Consecrated Life 

 
MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm. 
 
PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families. 
 
PLEASE PAUSE FOR PRAYER for Elizabeth Phipps whose Requiem Mass will take place on 
Tuesday 30th November at 12 noon at St Agnes.  May she rest in peace.  
 
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick. 
 

 
WE WELCOME Oliver Matthew Shannon to our parish community following his Baptism 
here last Sunday. 

 
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sunday at 9am:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524 
 

GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS  
            Thank you for continuing to think of your fellow parishioners. 

• please sanitise your hands on arrival and when leaving church. 
• please continue to wear a face covering (unless exempt) and observe social distancing where possible. 

• NHS Test and Trace contact sheet / QR code will still be available for you to use, however, this is not 
compulsory. Information will be kept by the Parish for 21 days and destroyed after this time. 

• please leave church promptly once Mass has finished. 
• please do not come to church if you are ill or showing symptoms. 
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FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION: The word Advent means “coming, arriving, becoming present.” During the 
Advent season we tend to focus on Jesus’ first coming, at his birth in the land of Israel some two thousand years 
ago. However, the readings for the First Sunday of Advent also point us toward Jesus’ Second Coming and the 
fullness of God’s kingdom that this event will mark. They lead us to reflect on what is the goal and the horizon of 
Christian hope: eternal life with God through Jesus Christ. The reading from Jeremiah 33 looks forward to an ideal 
descendent of King David, one who will bring justice and security to God’s people. We Christians believe that 
Jeremiah’s hopes have been fulfilled in part through Jesus’ first coming. The passage from Luke 21 lists some future 
signs and portents that will accompany Jesus’ Second Coming (known as the “birth pangs” or “woes” of the Messiah) 
and urges an attitude of constant vigilance in the face of them. However, Luke insists that Jesus’ Second Coming 
should be welcomed and celebrated rather than feared “because your liberation is near at hand.”  What we hope for 
most ardently, then, we will enjoy most fully. In the meantime, between the two comings of Jesus, Paul exhorts us to 
try to abound in love and holiness and act in ways appropriate to our identity as Christians. As we begin Advent we 
could ask ourselves this simple question: What do I hope for this Advent? 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
This year there will be not be a booking system for Christmas Masses. 

Please arrive in plenty of time in order to be seated. 
The Covid guidance for Christmas currently remains the same as weekday and Sunday Masses. 

Christmas Eve: Friday 24th December  
 

5pm Family Mass 
8pm 

St Catherine’s 
St Agnes 

Christmas Day: Saturday 25th December 
 

9am 
10.30am 

St Catherine’s 
St Agnes * 

Boxing Day: Sunday 26th December 9am 
10.30am 

St Catherine’s 
St Agnes 

*Please note there will be no 5.30pm evening Mass at St Agnes on Christmas Day.  
 

SAFEGUARDING HOLY HOUR: Bishop Mark will be leading us in prayer at the Cathedral for Holy Hour on 
Wednesday 1st December at 5pm. Once again this year, we will be praying for all those across society that have 
been affected by abuse. In our busy lives running up until Christmas, this Holy Hour provides us all with an 
opportunity to reflect and pray for the strength of God to aid those around us within our parishes and communities 
who may be facing challenges. We are evidently not clear of the pandemic yet and the journey has presented 
challenges for many in their daily lives. For those impacted by abuse that present themselves for help and those that 
still remain unseen, please remember them in your prayers.  The Holy Hour will be live streamed via the Shrewsbury 
Cathedral Church Services link: https://www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral and of course the Cathedral 
doors will be open for those wishing to attend.  
 
SVP CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

• TOYS AND GIFTS: If you have any new and unwanted toys or gifts at home, the SVP would be very grateful 
for any donations.  Please place them in the marked box at the back of church.   

• COLLECTION ON SATURDAY 4th and SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER after Mass. Alternatively, if you wish, 
please put your donations through the presbytery door in an envelope marked 'SVP Christmas Collection' or 
via bank transfer using the following details: F180810 SVP St Agnes-West Kirby, 60-60-04, 46079416. 

Thank you for your support. 
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SVP WIRRAL is running a community café drop in service on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 1pm to 3pm 
and on Fridays at 2pm-5pm.  Tea, coffee, toast and biscuits, befriending, advice, Clothes Bank and Wifi.  All are 
welcome.  Please call in to St Vincent’s Centre, 15-19 Grange Road West, CH41 4BY. Telephone: 0151 673 1313 / 
07971 922 207 or email kevin@svp.org.uk. 

 
CARITAS AT CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2021: The smallest contribution makes a big difference.  Your donations will 
go to those in the most vulnerable situations across the Diocese, ensuring they have a Christmas meal and gifts to 
celebrate the Nativity of Christ and create happy memories in a time of crisis.  If you would like to make a monetary 
donation, please place it in an envelope marked 'Caritas at Christmas' and post it through the presbytery door. For 
further information on the work they do and how to donate online please visit: https://www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk/ 

 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION: The second Advent talk, by Miss Barbara Davies on 'Advent Hope', will be this 
Wednesday, 1st December at 7pm in St Catherine's Parish Hall.  All very welcome.  Refreshments will be provided, 
and there is plenty of parking space. A further talk will take place on Wednesday, 8th December ('Advent Charity' by 
Deacon Tony Crisp).  Please contact Barbara on 07450 25273 if you have any questions. 
 
CARMELITE ONLINE ADVENT RETREAT: Prepare yourself for Christmas with the Discalced Carmelites.  Further 
information can be found on their website www.retreat-online.karmel.at 
 
SHREWSBURY LOURDES HOSPITALITY will be hosting a Mass to celebrate 70 years of the Lourdes pilgrimage 
on 12th December 2021 at 3pm at St Vincent’s, Tatton Street, Knutsford, WA16 6HR. Mass will be celebrated by 
Bishop Mark followed by refreshments in the parish centre. Please note there will be a Shrewsbury Lourdes 
Hospitality Meeting before the Mass at 1.30pm. This meeting will take the form of a hybrid meeting, with both the 
option to attend in-person or via Zoom. Please note for this meeting Zoom will be audio only.  
Join Zoom Meeting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83473360425?pwd=blluU1JtbTRTMjJuL0hQRTNlQnFRdz09 
Meeting ID: 834 7336 0425 You can also call in if you don’t have access to zoom, on +44 131 460 1196.  
Please register your attendance and make any requests for the password, apologies or items for the agenda to 
secretary@teamshrewsbury.co.uk or text/call 07451 249267. The agenda and minutes can be found at 
https://teamshrewsbury.wordpress.com/agm-and-committee-meeting-agendas-and-minutes/ 
All details of events can be found on the website: www.teamshrewsbury.co.uk. 

 
YOUNG PEOPLE ARE INVITED TO MEET WITH CHURCH LEADERS: If you 

are between 18 and 35 you are invited to an evening with Merseyside’s 
Church Leaders with an opportunity to meet other young Christians sharing in 
conversation, friendship and refreshments. Churches Together in the 
Merseyside Region (CTMR) brings together a gathering of young adults over 
18 with different experiences from right across our traditions. They have 
invited their Church Leaders and would be delighted to welcome other young 
adults to this open forum on Monday 13th December 6.30pm-8.30pm at 
Liverpool ONE, Quaker Meeting House, 22 School Lane, L1 3BT.  To take 
part in the event please contact Elisabeth at the CTMR office Tel: 07394 075 
951 (WhatsApp is fine) or email office@ctmr.org.uk; to leave a voice message 
please call: 0151 709 0125.  The event will be friendly and informal and will 
also include a prayerful reflection. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS: 

• Wirral Ark for the Homeless are available online at www.wirralark.org.uk/support-us/shop or contact Hanna 
at hanna.ghariani@wirralark.org.uk or 0330 1755 330.    As a parish we have supported this wonderful 
charity since its inception 30 years ago and from the basic support they offered the homeless then, they now 
have modern en suite rooms, training facilities, health support for addiction and flats for their residents to 
move to and live with help from the Ark staff.   Many are also in full time employment.    

• Friends of the Holy Land are available (£3.99 pack of ten) from Peter Ryan 0151 625 5158 (and can be 
delivered). 

OUR LADY OF PITY RC PRIMARY SCHOOL PTA has recently been successful in their application to the Co-op 
Local Community Fund for a new school vegetable garden and they would be grateful for your help!  If you shop at 
the Co-op and are a Member, please choose their project as your local cause. For more information on the project, 
please visit: https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/62514  Thank you for your support. 
 

ST CATHERINE’S PARENTS AND TOTS PLAYGROUP is on every Friday during term time 1.30pm - 3pm in a 
Covid secure environment in the Parish Hall. All parents/carers and children (age 0-4) are very welcome.  

 
WEST KIRBY URC is hosting a night of comedy, singalong carols, general joyous fun and professional hilarity. 
Tickets are now available for COMEDY AND CAROLS at West Kirby United Reformed Church (opposite the 
Wro) on Friday 10th December at 7.30pm with the experienced and quick-witted TONY VINO plus Britain's Got 
Talent 2020 Semi Finalist REVEREND ALLAN FINNEGAN.  A glass of wine or soft drink included in the ticket, Bring 
Your Own Bottle if you wish. Tickets £10 Adults, £5 accompanied 12-16 year olds. Please contact Paul Franklin: 
0151 625 3998 or email paul.franklin1958@gmail.com  (last week’s newsletter included an incorrect email address). 

 

Do you have any items for the newsletter?    
Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically each week? Please 
email Phoebe in the Parish Office. (stagneswestkirby@gmail.com).  
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

(Redemptorist Publications) 

 
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus wants us to stand tall and hold our heads high.  Bad things might happen, 
but we don’t need to be afraid, because God is with us. 
 

A PRAYER TO SAY… Please help me, Jesus, to take the time this Advent to get my heart ready to welcome 
you.  Help me to say my prayers and to be kind and loving.  Thank you for taking away my fears and always being 
with me.  Amen.  

 

Follow our Advent calendar at cafod.org.uk/advent
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First Sunday of Advent
Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36


