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MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.
PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families especially Peter Birch and Gerry
Maxwell.
PLEASE PAUSE for prayer for Peter Birch on Wednesday 13th October at 9.15am when his
Requiem Mass will take place at St Agnes. Please remember his family and friends during this
difficult time especially as some restrictions remain in place.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick.
WE WELCOME Felicity Erin Danby to our parish community following her Baptism here
last Sunday.
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sunday at 9am:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524

Diocese of Shrewsbury, a registered charity (N0 234025)

St Agnes, West Kirby

FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION: Mark 10: 17-30 consists of three sections that deals with various
aspects of riches and poverty. The first section portrays riches as an obstacle to discipleship. A man
approaches Jesus and asks what he needs to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells him to keep the biblical
commandments. When the man claims to have kept them since his youth, Jesus’ mood changes from a
testy defensiveness (“Why do you call me good?”) to genuine affection. And so he issues an invitation to
the man to become his disciple. But this will involve selling his possessions and giving the money to the
poor. Only at the end do we learn that the man is rich and so does not accept Jesus’ call. The second
section alludes to the privileged spiritual position of the economically poor by reflecting on how hard it is
for the rich to enter God’s Kingdom. This teaching puzzles the disciples, since they most likely regarded
wealth as a blessing from God. The “camel through the eye of the needle” analogy suggests that it is
almost impossible for the rich to enter God’s Kingdom, though shortly afterward Jesus acknowledges
that for God all things are possible. The third section promises great rewards to those who give up their
families and possessions to follow Jesus. In response to Peter’s question, Jesus assures those who give
up these things for “the sake of the gospel” will receive even larger families and possessions in this age
and eternal life in the age to come. He does, however, inject a sobering note into the list by the inclusion
of the phrase “not without persecutions.” This week it may be worth reflecting on the ways our culture
can distort our values in regard to our many possessions.
GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS
We have made some small changes following the lifting of national restrictions and we ask that you
think of your fellow parishioners as we move into this next phase of the pandemic:
• please continue to sanitise your hands on arrival and when leaving church.
• NHS Test and Trace will still be available for you to use, however, this is not compulsory.
This will remain in place as long as the system is in operation nationally. The information will
be kept by the Parish for 21 days and destroyed after this time.
• we ask for your continued support to observe social distancing where possible and to
continue to wear a face covering (unless you are exempt).
• there will now be two points at the front of church to receive Holy Communion. Please come
up row by row (starting from the front of church) observing social distancing.
• please leave church promptly once Mass has finished.
• please do not come to church if you are ill or showing symptoms.

Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.

PRISONERS’ SUNDAY is 10th October 2021: the National Day of Prayer and Action for prisoners
and their families. Pact is the national Catholic charity supporting prisoners, people with convictions,
defendants and their families.
For further information on the work they do, please visit
www.prisonadvice.org.uk.
SYNOD 2021 2023: This Sunday, the Holy Father will open Synod 2021 2023 in Rome. The
following Sunday (17 October), the Diocesan Phase of the Synod will begin. We are encouraged to
use the seven days in between as a time of spiritual preparation. Please find a set of Prayer Themes
for each of the seven days to help in that preparation at the end of the newsletter.
SHREWSBURY LOURDES HOSPITALITY – NEXT MEETING: the next meeting of the Shrewsbury
Lourdes Hospitality will be on Sunday 10th October at 2pm at St Columba's, Plas Newton Lane,
Chester, CH2 1PL. This is a hybrid meeting with both the option to attend in person or via Zoom.
Please register your attendance and make any requests for the online password, apologies or items
for the agenda at secretary@teamshrewsbury.co.uk or text/call 07451 249267. Please pass on the
details to any hospitality members who may be interested in attending.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83042732100?pwd=WEFueU9wd0JNREQvT3ZnV2hjMHlnUT09
Meeting ID: 830 4273 2100
You can also call in if you don’t have access to zoom, on +44 203 481 5237. The agenda and
minutes can be found at https://teamshrewsbury.wordpress.com/agm-and-committee-meetingagendas-and-minutes/
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CAFOD: Thank you for your donations to CAFOD this Family Fast Day. Your generous gifts will
help people like Ivanilde in the Amazon to protect our common home. You can add your voice to
their petition in tackling the climate crisis and find out more about how you can get involved by
visiting: cafod.org.uk/reclaim.
MASS ON ST CATHERINE’S ON WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTOBER AT 7PM: Fr John Doran will be
saying Mass at St Catherine’s on Wednesday 20th October at 7pm. He will be the Chaplain to
the Lourdes pilgrimage next May for the Wirral Across Group. The Mass is primarily for anyone
who has already agreed to go to Lourdes with the Jumbulance and anyone who would like to find
out more about what is involved. Of course, all parishioners would be warmly welcome at Mass.
For further information, or if you are interested but cannot attend Mass, please contact Tony Murphy
on 07881 656 974 or tonymurphyefc2002@yahoo.co.uk
SUPPORTING CARITAS DIOCESE OF SHREWSBURY: Caritas has worked throughout the
pandemic supporting children, families and communities in the Diocese. Their Impact Report is
available online www.caritasshrewsbury.org.uk. This details the work they have done over the last
year. Caritas still needs your support. Please have a look at the poster at the back of church, which
includes a way to support their work by donating online. Thank you for your support.
A WALK IN AID OF THE CHILDREN OF YEMEN - IF YOU CAN, WILL YOU HELP US?
On Saturday 2nd October, Veronica Ramsay of St Agnes Parish West Kirby walked along the coast
from Seacombe Ferry, Wallasey to Thurstaston to raise funds for the CHILDREN OF YEMEN.
Monies raised will be sent to CAFOD, MARY’s MEALS and MEDICINS-SANS-FRONTIERES (MSF)
UK. Yemen remains the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, with around 21 million people in need of
humanitarian assistance, including more than 11 million children. Children continue to be killed and
maimed in the conflict, while the damage and closure of schools and hospitals has disrupted access
to education and health services, leaving children even more vulnerable and robbing them of their
futures (you may have seen TV coverage of the 9 year old Yemeni blind boy who is helping teach in
a bombed out building). In addition, nearly 2.3 million children under the age of five in Yemen are
projected to suffer from acute malnutrition in 2021. If you would like to make a donation to the
CHILDREN OF YEMEN, please send donations to BARCLAYS BANK UK PLC. ACCOUNT NAME:
CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN. SORT CODE : 20-51-08. ACCOUNT NUMBER: 33216918. If
you would like to donate using GIFT AID, please contact Veronica on 0151 625 8658 or 07977
190833.
WIRRAL FOODBANK: The Harvest List 2021: tinned potatoes, tinned fruit,
sugar, squash, coffee, tuna, custard, washing up liquid, size 6 nappies,
packet/cup a soup, shampoo, toothbrushes, jam, rice pudding, instant mash,
biscuits, rice pudding, toothpaste. Many thanks for any donations.
Do you have any items for the newsletter?
Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically each
week?
Please
email
Phoebe
in
the
Parish
Office.
(stagneswestkirby@gmail.com).
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY
(Redemptorist Publications)

28

TH

SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... A rich young man asks Jesus how he can get to heaven. Jesus challenges
the man to share what he has with other people. It's not always easy to share - but God will help us.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Thank you for loving me, Jesus, just like you loved the rich young man. Help me to
rise to your challenge and share what I have with others. Amen.
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: Mark 10:17-30

Find more activities and prayers for families at cafod.org.uk/families
Find out more about children around the world at \Z_h]'hk`'nd(db]sshg^
Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development
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Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: Mark 10:17-30
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Suggested Spiritual Preparation for the Opening of the Synod.
It has been suggested we use the 7 days between the Opening Ceremony for the Synod 2023 in Rome on
Sunday 10 October and the Opening of the Diocesan Phase of the Synod on Sunday 17 October as a time
of spiritual preparation. Below are suggested prayer themes for each of the 7 days. You may wish to
include these in the parish newsletter, include them in the Universal Prayer at daily Mass or use them for
private prayer and meditation.
Monday 11 October:
For the Church. That we may journey as companions, side by side one another on the same road.
Tuesday 12 October:
For listening ears. That our hearts and minds be open to listening to others without prejudice.
Wednesday 13 October:
For the gift of speaking out. That we be encouraged in this Synod journey to speak with courage and
boldness integrating freedom, truth, and love.
Thursday 14 October:
For a Church that celebrates. That our journey together in the coming months will be based on listening
together to the Word of God and the celebration of the Eucharist in the communion of the People of God.
Friday 15 October:
For our participation in the Mission of Christ. That through our Synodal journey together, we may grow in
our shared responsibility of the mission that is entrusted to us.
Saturday 16 October:
For our discernment to be led by the Holy Spirit. That all decisions made on this Synodal path may be
discerned though a consensus that flows from our common obedience to the Holy Spirit.
Sunday 17 October:
For a spirituality of journeying together. That we may be formed as disciples of Christ, as families, as
communities, and as human beings, through our experience of this Synodal journey.
The Prayer of the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus:
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong
path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to
eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work
in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.
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