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MASS READINGS can be found at universalis.com/mass.htm.
PLEASE PRAY for all who have died recently and their families especially Janet Hollingsworth and
Rita Wilkinson.
PLEASE PAUSE for prayer for Janet Hollingsworth on Friday 17th September at 12noon when her
funeral will take place at St Agnes. Please remember her family and friends during this difficult time
especially as restrictions remain in place.
PLEASE remember in your prayers all those who are sick.
ONLINE MASS via Zoom is on Sunday at 9am:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84015861524
FR DAVID’S GOSPEL REFLECTION: The journey from Galilee to Jerusalem begins with Peter’s
confession of Jesus as the Messiah. This takes place at Caesarea Philippi in northern Israel. When
Jesus asks his disciples about how people perceive him, the three answers he gets are those
already mentioned in 6:14-15: John the Baptist restored to life (Jesus was associated with John),
Elijah (the prophet expected to return before the full coming of God’s kingdom), or one of the
prophets (perhaps even the prophet like Moses). When Jesus asks his disciples directly, Peter
speaks on behalf of the group and identifies Jesus as the Messiah. There were several different
understandings of the Messiah among Jews in Jesus’ time. One approach looked for a powerful
descendent of David who would serve as warrior, political leader and judge, and so restore Israel’s
fortunes among the nations. The disciples had to learn that Jesus was not that kind of Messiah.
What the disciples must come to accept is that Jesus is a suffering Messiah, something almost no
one expects. Having accepted Peter’s confession of him as the Messiah, Jesus identifies himself as
the Son of Man and prophesies his rejection, death and resurrection. Peter refuses to accept the
idea of Jesus as a suffering Messiah, and Jesus rebukes him for thinking only in human terms.
Peter’s failure to accept the mystery of the cross is corrected and balanced by saying about
following Jesus. These sayings concern the challenge to take up the cross and losing and gaining
one’s life. Sadly, we modern disciples of Jesus continue to find it hard to accept a suffering Messiah.
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GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MASS
We have made some small changes following the lifting of national restrictions and we ask that you
think of your fellow parishioners as we move into this next phase of the pandemic:
• please continue to sanitise your hands on arrival and when leaving church.
• NHS Test and Trace will still be available for you to use, however, this is not compulsory.
This will remain in place as long as the system is in operation nationally. The information will
be kept by the Parish for 21 days and destroyed after this time.
• we ask for your continued support to observe social distancing where possible and to
continue to wear a face covering (unless you are exempt).
• there will now be two points at the front of church to receive Holy Communion. Please come
up row by row (starting from the front of church) observing social distancing.
• please leave church promptly once Mass has finished.
• please do not come to church if you are ill or showing symptoms.

Thank you very much for your co-operation and understanding.

OUR LADY OF PITY RC PRIMARY SCHOOL is holding open days for parents of children starting
school in September 2022 on Monday 20th September 9.30am-10.30am, Tuesday 12th October
9.30am-10.30am and Tuesday 16th November 6.30pm-7.30pm. Come and visit the school to see it
in action! Please phone 0151 677 6262 or email: schooloffice@ourladyofpity.co.uk to book your
place.
ST ANSLEM’S COLLEGE is holding an Open Evening on Monday 13th September 5-8pm for boys
in Years 6, 5 and 4. For further information please visit www.st-anselms.com.
SVP AFGHAN APPEAL: The SVP would be grateful for donations of baby goods and clothing for all
ages, toiletries, nappies and new underwear. Each Thursday afternoon from the week of 4th
October they will be holding refugee support afternoons providing meals, food, clothes and baby
items but above all offering friendship and a respectful warm welcome to refugees, asylum seekers
and migrants. On Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons light meals and support will be provided for
all. Friday afternoons are for get togethers for people on fringes of society. They do need
volunteers to support all these activities and will be holding an initial training session on Monday
13th September between 7pm and 9pm at SVP Centre, 15-19 Grange Road West, Birkenhead.
Please leave a message for Angie on 625 8670 or e-mail her angieaitken@aol.com if you can help
in any way. Thank you.
SHREWSBURY LOURDES HOSPITALITY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: You are invited to
attend the AGM on Sunday 12 September at 2pm at St Columba’s, Plas Newton Lane, Chester,
CH2 1PL. Attend in person or via Zoom.
If possible please register your attendance and make requests for the password, apologies or items
for the agenda to secretary@teamshrewsbury.co.uk or text/call 07451 249267. Zoom details:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81692383233?pwd=dElNSjkzdlRKQ2pjb1dTWkdkSG1CZz09
Meeting ID: 816 9238 3233. You can also call in if you don’t have access to Zoom on +44 203 481
5237. The agenda and draft minutes of the previous AGM can be found
at https://teamshrewsbury.wordpress.com/agm-and-committee-meeting-agendas-and-minutes/
CCRS (Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies) begins this month with in-person classes
on Thursday morning at St Columba's Chester. There is also an online learning option, with an inperson seminar in Wythenshawe or Birkenhead. This is an excellent course for anyone who would
like to learn more about our faith or lead in a school or parish. Please register in advance information is available from ccrs@dioceseofshrewsbury.org
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OUR LADY OF PITY ANNEXE PRESCHOOL, HOYLAKE has limited places available for 2-4 year
olds for this academic year. Please contact the Preschool Manager Jenny Jackson via:
olopannexepreschool@gmail.com or 0151 632 6336. Further information can be found on their new
look website: http://www.olopannexepreschool.com
RECEPTIONIST VACANCY: The Diocese is seeking to employ a full time Receptionist at the Curial
Office in Birkenhead. The successful candidate will provide the highest standards of reception to
employees and to a wide variety of visitors, contractors and personnel to the Curial Office. For more
information, please visit their website http://www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/curia/vacancies
Please send CV to Pauline McCulloch recruitment@dioceseofshrewsbury.org. Closing date for
applications is Friday 17 September 2021.
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(Redemptorist Publications)

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY... Jesus asks his friends, “who do you say I am?” Peter knows that Jesus has
been sent by God, but doesn’t understand yet just what that means. Jesus has come to show us how to put
other people first. It may be a difficult journey but Jesus will lead his friends to new life and happiness.

A PRAYER TO SAY… Jesus, I believe you are the Christ, sent to save us. Help me to follow your example
and put other people first, even when it is hard. Help me to spread your love and life all around me. Amen.
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: Mark 8:27-35
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